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Music

Diddy’s Homes Raided in Connection With Federal Sex Trafficking
Probe: Reports

DEVELOPING

A local Los Angeles news station aired footage of what appeared to be two of the rappers’
sons in handcuffs.

Paras Griffin/Getty Images

Federal law enforcement reportedly descended on two properties owned by Sean “Diddy”
Combs on Monday afternoon in connection with a sex trafficking investigation.

The coordinated raids were conducted in Los Angeles and Miami by armed Department of
Homeland Security agents, with local law enforcement assisting, sources with knowledge of
the matter told TMZ.
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A spokesperson for the department confirmed the action to Los Angeles station KNBC. The
Daily Beast has reached out for more information.

Another local station, FOX11, aired overhead footage of the Los Angeles raid showing what
appeared to be two of the rappers’ sons, Justin Combs and King Combs, outside the home
in handcuffs.

The execution of the search warrants, out of the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern
District of New York, is believed to be tied to the allegations that have mounted against the
54-year-old Combs in recent months, beginning with a November lawsuit filed by the R&B
singer Cassie Ventura, who accused him of years of sexual and physical abuse.
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Three other women and one man have since come forward with their own allegations of his
abusive behavior. Two of the women claimed they were underage minors at the time of their
respective assaults.
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“We will always support law enforcement when it seeks to prosecute those that have violated
the law,” Douglas Wigdor, an attorney representing Ventura and a Jane Doe accuser, told
The Daily Beast on Monday. “Hopefully, this is the beginning of a process that will hold Mr.
Combs responsible for his depraved conduct.”

KNBC reported that three Jane Does and one John Doe had been interviewed by
prosecutors in the investigation, which concerns “sex trafficking, sexual assault, [and] the
solicitation and distribution of illegal narcotics and firearms.”

At least three other Jane Doe interviews are scheduled, a source told the station.

Combs has fiercely denied wrongdoing, slamming a Jane Doe suit filed in December as
“entirely fictional.” A representative for the mogul did not immediately return a request for
comment on Monday.

This is a developing story and will be updated.

AJ McDougall

Breaking News Reporter

@oldmcdougall amanda.mcdougall@thedailybeast.com
Got a tip? Send it to The Daily Beast here.
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Opinion

Trump’s Still in Deep Legal Trouble in New York, Despite a Minor
Court Win

An appeals court on Monday gave Trump a little more time to pay his massive bond. But in
another courtroom, a judge lambasted his legal team and ordered the trial to proceed.
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Open Revolt at NBC as ‘Morning Joe’ Joins the Ronna McDaniel Pile-
On
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Opinion

Trump’s Still in Deep Legal Trouble in New York, Despite a Minor
Court Win

TOUGH MONDAY

An appeals court on Monday gave Trump a little more time to pay his massive bond. But in
another courtroom, a judge lambasted his legal team and ordered the trial to proceed.

opinion
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Donald Trump’s lawyers are playing legal whack-a-mole to try to help the former president
continue to avoid accountability for several decades of alleged illegal activity.

In two different New York courts on Monday, Team Trump seemed to have won a bit of a
victory in one, but certainly not in the other. While Trump’s camp is likely relieved that he
doesn’t have to post a nearly half-billion-dollar bond to continue his appeal, the fact remains
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that both that case and the Stormy Daniels hush money case are still moving full steam
ahead.

Earlier this year, New York Supreme Court Justice Arthur Engoron found that the former
president, family members, and many of the companies they run engaged in massive fraud
against lenders, other companies, and government entities. According to that ruling, the
defendants benefited from the ways in which they falsely stated the value of many properties
in order to get more advantageous loan terms.

The award was based in part on the ill-gotten gains from that fraud: the interest payments
the Trump Organization saved by getting those favorable terms. In addition to the finding of
the harm from this fraud itself, the defendants were tagged—like most litigants in New York
who lose—with interest on that judgment, from the day the illegal windfall first started
bestowing benefits on the defendants.

Now that might not sound like a big deal, but, according to statute in New York, a judgment
creditor—as the people of the State of New York are in this case—gets to earn 9 percent
interest on that judgment.

This is perhaps the greatest return on investment ever associated with Trump-related assets.
In this civil fraud case, the interest alone tacked on an additional $100 million in damages.

The appellate court in this case said earlier today that to appeal Justice Engoron’s decision,
the defendants will still have to post a bond for roughly one-third of the full judgment.

The court did not rule on the merits of the underlying decision, nor did it indicate in any way
that the court will reverse all or even any part of Justice Engoron’s prior ruling. What is more,
one of the reasons the appeals court might have allowed the reduction of the bond was that
much of the defendants’ assets are not all that difficult to find.
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It’s also important to remember, according to the appellate court’s order, the defendants still
have to post a bond of $175 million in ten days. Otherwise, they will forfeit the relief obtained
in the order, and Attorney General Letitia James can start seizing assets.

Should the appeals court ultimately affirm the lower court’s ruling, in full or even in part, it
should not be hard for the attorney general to collect on that judgment.

And while the appellate court did stay some of the restrictions on the defendants and their
companies that Justice Engoron imposed in his initial ruling, that court left the court-
appointed monitor in place, former federal judge Barbara Jones. She will certainly watch the
defendants’ conduct closely to ensure that they do not try to hide any assets. Even so, again,
it’s a bit hard to hide Trump Tower, 40 Wall Street, or a golf course.

While Trump can post a lower bond to allow him to appeal the $454 million judgment for
alleged fraudulent business practices, his trial in the Stormy Daniels hush-money case will
start mid-April, and there seem to be no more tricks up the Trump legal team’s sleeves to
delay that from happening.

The trial judge managing that case, Judge Juan Merchan, refused to dismiss the case
against Trump for alleged prosecutorial misconduct for the fact that some evidence was not
turned over to that team by federal prosecutors. He also took the Trump legal team to task
for even suggesting there was any improper conduct on the part of Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg’s office and that Judge Merchan was somehow complicit in it.

Bottom line: Both cases are moving ahead. And judgment day in at least some of the cases
currently pending against the former president may be slightly delayed, but it is not far off.

Ray Brescia

Got a tip? Send it to The Daily Beast here.
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World

Moscow Terror Suspects Plotted Other Massacres in Europe

The alleged culprits behind the deadly shooting in Moscow had ambitions for attacks beyond
Russia, according to Western intelligence agencies.
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